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           Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th May 2021 via zoom 

Derek Troughton (DT)    

 John Coombe (JC) 

Saira Sawtell (SS)    

 Peter Begley (PB) 

Cate Killoch (CK)                  

Graham Whitby (GW)  

Ruth Chipp-Marshall (RCM)  

Martin Pearson (MP) 

Karen Kennedy (KK) 

Mark Hardway (MH)

Michele Harding (Clerk) (MTH)  Jo Witherden Planning Consultant (JW) 

 

21/05-1 Apologies Fredi Burdge (FB) Ray Doggett (RD) Stewart Bayram (SB) 

21/05-2 Minutes of the meeting on 29th March 2021- The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of 

the meeting   Proposed SS   Seconded CK 

21/05-3 Matters Arising/Actions- Updated actions see table below.   

21/05-4 Future meetings, Zoom or F2F 

The next meeting is due to be held on 21st June, most members were happy to meet face to face, but some 

were not, it was agreed to aim for a F2F meeting and those who do not wish to attend can still use zoom.  

The main hall would be booked as the committee rooms may be too small to socially distance and face 

masks may still need to be warn. 

 

21/05-5 Plans for Pre -consultation/Options consultation events-  

JW explained to the group the differences between the two consultations that can and should be carried 

out.  

Options consultation is a non-statutory phase, this is optional, but it is advisable.  This consultation can 

provide options to make changes to the plan. It is a good idea to carry this out to support the pre-

submission consultation.  

The Pre submission consultation is the consultation on the draft NP, this does not give options or choices, 

it is subject to regulation 14 and runs for a minimum of 6 weeks and includes the other statutory 

consultees as well as the local community. This is hoped to be January/February depending on any 

slippage.  

Portesham VH had been booked for 26th June and the following Sat was booked for Moonfleet Manor. It 

was felt this was too soon, given the ongoing Covid situation and time needed to advertise the events. 

There is quite a lot to do to decide what materials are needed, what we are consulting on, refreshments if 

possible and printing. Also, if people will want to come out so soon after opening up.  

JW commented on the potential date changes of this consultation, a month’s difference wouldn’t matter 

but 3 months would mean some slippage in the overall plan. It was noted that the consultations will be 
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held in all 4 parishes. The group agreed to defer but noted that many may be on holiday in July/August so 

to look at dates in September. The consultation group will now commence with the preparations. Items for 

the options consultation are the maps of the parish boundary, extracts from the design codes. Call for sites 

information and maps of the green spaces. 

 

SS suggested that Fleet could go first and be the trial event and this would be repeated in all of the 

parishes and be open to anyone one from each of the parishes. Also, the group could carry out an event 

with the Parish Council and other Steering group members as a trial. DT noted he may not be available in 

early September. 

DT had provided a paper on the organising of the consultations which the group will look into and report 

back to the NPSG on 21st June. It was noted that the VH in Abbotsbury will reopen after the preschool have 

closed for the summer. PB will confirm dates in Abbotsbury and any Covid restrictions, SS & JC will look at 

the Church for Fleet, MTH will book Portesham and CK will book LH.  

 

The group then discussed the AECOM reports that had been commissioned and if the group should speak 

to those who came forward with sites prior to the consultation.  JW explained that not all groups have 

gone back to the landowners it really depends on the detail of the sites.  Some members feel that those 

who put sites forward should be informed in advance out of courtesy. JW commented that if sharing this 

info that they are aware that this cannot be changed as the report was prepared by an external body. Care 

would be needed when giving this information out. The reports can still be commented on at the events 

the same as all those residents who wish to attend. It was also suggested that Dorset Council should be 

contacted on the issues of some of the sites regarding highways. By pushing the consultations back this 

would allow time to gather feedback from Dorset Council.  

The two AECOM reports will be circulated to all steering group members. 

 

21/05-6 Finance report to date 

MTH reported no expenditure since the last meeting. The underspend of the grant has been returned 

to Locality. 

  

21/05-7 Budget for 2021-22- DT had prepared a budget for consideration. Further information is 

required for the printing of the event. It was suggested that the Survey Monkey may no longer required, 

DT was concerned that the data will be lost if there is no subscription, JW explained that the group could 

download all the data prior to closing any account. It was confirmed that the grant funding is available on a 

financial limit basis not a timescale, but it is hoped that most are completed in 2 years.  Any underspend 
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can be returned and re applied for, it was noted that this year is the final year of the last 3-year cycle. DT 

suggested that if anyone has any comments on the budget to contact him. 

 

21/05-8 Items for Website, Facebook & Newsletter- the next newsletter will be prepared for the 14th 

June deadline for the Chesil magazine, PB will start to draft this. There will not be a paper version so it will 

be on the website, Facebook and in the Chesil. This can also be promoted in July and August as well. 

 

21/05-9 AOB- JW noted that following the Dorset Local Plan consultation held at the beginning of the 

year it is hoped that the feedback and consultation will be available later this year, this will form part of 

what is submitted to the examiner. The planning bill is possible for this autumn, but this may take time to 

be debated in parliament possibly for 2022.  

 

21/05-10 To agree the next few meetings 21st June, 26th July, 27th September, 25th October, 29th 

November.  The meetings will commence at 7pm. GW gave his apologies for the 21st June. 

Meeting closed at 7.30pm  

 

Actions: 

Minute 
No 

 Action Member Completed 

20/09-
14-a 

To confirm the timing of the Business survey-   All Continue to postpone given 
Covid-19 and lockdown 

21/05-5 Consultation events group to look at the 
consultation events for September 

MTH/RCM, 
CK 

Meeting to discuss plans  

20/10-12 Children from villages to write a piece for the 
NP, MP to ask Portesham school, Scouts 

SS, MP TBC 

21/02-3 Carry out a trial with young people within 
school setting by the Easter holidays  

SS TBC 

21/05-8 Newsletter PB  

21/05-5 Greenspaces SB/JW  
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